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Margaret’s research focuses on the heritage of mass repression, Soviet and post-Soviet memorialization and
heritagization, Holocaust memorialization and heritagization, grievability and memory, and contested memory. She
is specifically interested in how post-repression societies variously portray violence, suffering, perpetration,
bystanding and victimhood at sites associated with mass violence. The overarching goal is to analyse how the
heritage of past violence can be instrumentalized in order to avoid reckoning with past violence and, further, how
this heritage can be weaponized in order to further contemporary violence.

Area of interest

heritage studies, memory studies, museum studies, dark heritage, uncomfortable heritage, heritage and memory of
Soviet repression, heritage and memory of the Holocaust, heritage of mass repression and genocide, grievability,
contested memory, instrumentalization and weaponization of the past

Research areas: Estonia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Russia

Biography
2023-2025: Research Fellow, Institute of Advanced Studies, University College London

2020-2023: Postdoctoral Researcher, School of Humanities, Tallinn University
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2019-2020: Research Assistant, McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge
2015-2019: University of Cambridge (PhD)
2013-2015: University of Cambridge (MPhil)

2008-2012: University of California, Berkeley (BA)
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Peer-Reviewed Book Chapters

Comer, M. 2022. ‘Dark Heritage Research Methods: A Case Study from Contemporary Russia’ in O. Jones and J.
McGlynn (ed.), Memory and Identity in Post-Communist Europe: Interdisciplinary Methodologies in Practice. Cham:
Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 57-72.

Comer, M. 2019. ‘Heritagization of the Gulag: A Case Study from the Solovetsky Islands’ in M.L. Stig Sgrensen,
D. Viejo-Rose, and P. Filippucci (ed.), Memorials in the Aftermath of Armed Conflict: From History to Heritage.
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 95-125.

Comer, M. 2017. 'Uncovering violent narratives: the heritage of Stalinist repression in Russia since 1991' in M.
Frihammar and H. Silverman (ed.), Heritage of Death: Landscapes of Emotion, Memory and Practice. London:
Routledge, pp. 164-177.
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Comer, Margaret. 2025. 'Gulag Heritage' in |. Saloul and B. Baillie (ed.), The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Cultural
Heritage and Conflict. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-61493-5_55-1 [4].

Conferences and visiting lectures

Organization of conferences:

2025: Co-organizer with Zuzanna Bogumi? of Mobilizing and Weaponizing Memories of Soviet Repression [5],
Warsaw, 29-31 October 2025. The conference is beng organized as part of the project "Memories of Soviet
Repressions in Post-Multi-Colonial Post-Soviet Spaces," funded by Poland's National Science Centre (grant
no. 2020/39/B/HS6/02809).

2021: Co-organizer with Eneken Laanes of Victims, Perpetrators and Implicated Subjects in Central and Eastern
Europe [6], Tallinn, 3-4 June 2021. The conference was organized as part of the project "Translating Memories:
The Eastern European Past in the Global Arena," funded by the European Research Council (grant agreement No
853385).

2017: Co-convenor with Pablo Alonso Gonzéalez, Dacia Viejo Rose, and Tom Crowley of the 18th Annual
Cambridge Heritage Symposium, Heritage and Revolution: First as Tragedy, then as Farce [7], Cambridge, 5-6
May 2017.

Invited talks:

2024. ‘Dark Heritage in Tallinn: Memory Narratives at Sites of Nazi and Soviet Repression’. Invited paper
presented in ‘Myth & Memory: Presentation and Commemoration’ (Ryan McNutt, chair). International conference
‘Fields of Conflict’, Savannah, GA, USA.

2022. ‘Dark Heritage in Tallinn: Analyzing Sites of Soviet and Nazi Repression’. Invited paper presented in
‘Responsibility to Remember: Issues and Perspectives’ (leva Pranka, chair). Paper presented in academic
seminar hosted by the Baltic-German University Liaison Office, Tallinn, Estonia.

Interviews and podcasts:

2023. Gardner-Gill, Ben (host). 13 September. "Dark Heritage: Exploring Memory Building in Estonia [10]." Baltic
Ways, FPRI Eurasia Program.
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