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In recent years social scientists have increasingly drawn atten-
tion to the significant role that materials play in political life. 
Yet while materials have come to animate political debate, they 
also figure prominently in the endeavors of actors and institu-
tions to create new social worlds and political orders. Drawing 
upon research conducted in the Polish city of Gdańsk, on the 
Baltic Sea, the talk examines the discourses surrounding the 
proposed redevelopment of the shipyard that was the birthplace 
of Solidarity.
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